@m{é, pragw:
- Gracious God, you those the virgin Mary,
by Your ‘grace, to be the mother of our
Lord and Saviour: so fill us with your
grace, that with her we may rejouze I.<
Your salvation, and in all things embrace' :
Your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord |
‘who lives and reigns with You in the unity
- of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen. -

-



:-Read Matthew 1: 18- 25
Read Luke 2 1 21 =

“No commentary today Just. ponder on the s

ol “eipcness” of this whole event. Engage -

'_j‘-your |mag|nat|on and read through agaln
Imagrne belng a shepherd and gomg
through this-night.

-Re_ad: Matthew 2

Agaln just engage with this passage
Imagine the anticipation of the wise men
the insecure fear of Herod, the |
protectiveness of Joseph, the roller
coaster for Mary, the guidance and
sovereignty of our Father.



. 'Read: Luke 1:26-38 -
| W‘hat‘ a r(jl;ler'co,asfcer'fer'.Mary-:' s
- _'1.'She'ie,treu bled_-b.y-the‘meahing of his

- 'greeting Have _you ever been like that? . -
~ Someone begins to tell you What they beheve- '

~ --God has for you, and at the opening lme
_before they get anywhere you begln to freak

OUt.-

~ 2.She. has questions, How? That mlght be the B
questlon you respond with; My most frequent -
who, what, where, when, why, how questlon '
would have to be “when?” What’s yours’f'

Often, God gives us the way without any' )
the detail. Fortunately for Mary, He gives her-
the how. By the Holy Spirit, and with power.

- When: 9 months. Who: you, then Jesus. Why?
Well, Jesus means Yahweh saves so that
would have been a clue.




._'__I\/Iary 5 response IS as eplc as a response to o
. -God can be: “Yes | am a servant of the Lord: o
et thIS happen to me accordmg toYour ..
Word” Surrender Subm|55|on Up for |t
- ‘Thls passage 5 focus |s v31 33 Read them =

again slowly ' o
He shal relgn forever.and ever. HIS ngdom £
will never ever end. ' | S



CZM (Lmafé 7[ 3Zf
Read Luke 2: 22 40 |

We come full C|rcle today In our readlngs S
S -aeross advent we saw John. the Baptist ask .
=R “?s' it really You, Jesus that we have b.een |
Waltlng for, er should we wait for another’?” |
Here we have a man whose last thing on the o
bucket list, the one thing left to do before He - ‘
dies, is to see the Lord’s Ghrist - the anointed
one. He declares Him to be the salvation for -
all the world: Israel and the Gentiles. Israel : |
and Gaza. srael and Palestlne Russia and
“Ukraine. Tearlng down'every wall of hostlllty
that.remains between us. |




~Anna, th"e‘* prophetess arrives oh the scene_
- with confirmation that this is the One. |
“And now, we wait. If we have recelved His
salvation, etermty has started right now for
us, for even if we die, we will live. Death is
- defeated, sin is conquered, but we wait Far-
e the restoration of all thmgs when Jesus W|ll |
come andreign on the earth, conquermg alt
rules and authorltles who are agamst His"
redemptlve restoratlve plan :

Chrlstmas ‘We remember H‘e came, and all H
didand achleved and we remember He |s
coming agaln_
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