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Almlghty God you have made us and all
_things to serve you: come quickly to save us,
'so'that wars and violence shall end, and your

- children may.live in peace, honouring one
another with justice and love, through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
" and-forever, Amen. .
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Sustain us, O God, with the power-ofyour
love on our journey to meet the one who'is
: comlng Strengthen our weak hands, Make
firm our feeble knees, And open blind eyesto -~
s ihe dawnlng of’your kingdom so thatour:
hearts may: FEJOICG as we behold the majesty & _;
of ourGad. We ask this through Your. Son_,___our E
; ’Lord ‘Jesus Christ, who lives and relgr?f-l ;_; ’/
‘ Veu and the Holy Spirit, one God 1Coret3'ef}“__._,__fndi &

i - . _ever. Amen. g




'Today3s-readihg IS Isaiah;35

i A_C‘cordi‘n’g'to_the'N ET verse 1 uses 3 different
- _terms for desolate places: wilderness, desert

and rift valley. (What does your version say?)
A Wi lderness receives less than 12 inches of |
rainayear. A desert here is not so much a

Lawrence of Arabia kind of desert, but the . _
most desert of the 3. The rift valley has a

reputation of being dry and desolate.;.
_[All 3 are told to get their dancing shoes on!

We live in Australia; we know the heartache
dry times bring. The author and reader of
this word would have known it also Yet they
are'told'to lift their eyes, llftttﬁelr falth and

“ “take heart.

| .{ _- Read the passage agam from that
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& ,,_f‘
|

5 o+
i ‘? -
. : L'“. , -

perspectlve Aview of a coming day when 7




You might know a famlty llke one | know -

s _Amle Amy, and Sarah. | Imagine when they
- -get'together it is filled with the prophetic, -

and praise, and encouragement. This family
reunioh was supernatural: Elizabeth speaks - -

.prophetlcally by God’s Holy Spirit. In.~
- response, Mary offers one of-the few New

Testament psalms of praise; known famously
as the “Magnificat”. In it, she'praises God (v
46-47), then expounds on why from her
perspective (v 48-49), then more broadly
based on God’s mighty, just character
(v50-55).

Take tife to pray your own “Magmﬂcat”

today. Start by praising outwardly, then
praise from deep inside you. The Psalmists
would instruct their soul to praise God.

Now, praise Him for what He'has done for

“ _you. Reach as far back as you like.
Lastly, praise H1m for what you see of His

!,'character in the way He deals with the |
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-proud,.inithe way He looks after the - ~ A
&iowntroddem in His faithful and stead_'-_;f s
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‘_Havmg prarsed Hlm né)w con5|der this verse:
“and blessed is she who believed. that what
i was spoken to. her by the Lord would be

; fulﬁlled & :

- -

Consrder prophetlc words that resonated

concepts that dropped into your SPIFIL,
“dreams long held in your heart something;a

friend said that rang true that you have
heard. Do you believe that what was spoken
to you by the Lord will be fulfilled? Where is
your faith sitting on that right now, out of =

1071?77 Believe wholeheartedly again

today. - if youremain humble, God'can let -

“you know'if you are wrong! Inthe absence of

that, believe!

If you.think, Bron, | just don’ Lhave anything

¢ . like that..God has a promise foryou.

- Lonely? Unmotmated'? Listless? Google
* ““God’s promises for when you are...” Read
s _" through the lrst of Bible verses, and when--f f?

; one makes sense, lay hold of it. Write |p"g,

Consider how you are feelmg Weary?

Merrr’orlse lt Believe for a shift.
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: Today S readlng S Jarﬁeu"s 5 i 11

- When we tru y begm to ant_lolpate'the Lord’s
- return, we-require ‘p.at_ienoe. You don’t need
to be patient for somethi ng you aren’t
expectant about. If we do not reqmre
| ‘patlence for Jesus retu rn, if we aren o
~feelinga bit antsy; we probably aren 't
thinking about it enough.
BUT, once we begin to. long for |t we W|ll _
need to be patient. If we suffer perse_c:utlon,
we will need patience. If “down here” we are® -
experiencing the trouble that Jesus told us
indohn 16:33 we would, we need patience.. .
James'compares us to a farmer waiting for
rain. Coming from regional NSW, Australia,
we get that we are a land “of drought.and.. -
ﬂoodlng rains”. James tells'us to not just be
patient, but to strengthen oﬁr hearts, for the

v Lord’s return is near. |f that was the case

2000 years ago it'salot nearer now. How (%

. _dowe strengthen our-hearts? Psalm 27:24 -

§oys wait on the Lord, be of good courage
fond He W!H strengthen your heart. "% X
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-Isalah 40 31 they that Walt for the Lord shall

- renew their strength; they shall mount up

- with wings like eagles; they shall run-and not
be weary; they shall walk-and notfaint. - -
The idea here is of patlence and strength

£ .gomg hand in hand -2

He gives u’s ftirther inStruCtion'for “in the
waiting”. Do not grumble agalnst one. - .
another. Pause. How much would your llfe
change if you fulfilled that one instruction? * -
Just zipped your lip. Imma be honest. | would
saya lot less. . ' |
.50, we wait patlently, we strengthen our
hearts; we don’t grumble against each other,
and we endure. We last. We stand. We.make
it. We see how good God truly is. He makes
_~Himself known as the God full of compassion
" and grace to Moses when He passes by Him
~onthe mountaln Jonah declared that that i |s ”
g L,,-who he knew God to be when He pardoned
the City.of Nineveh. This is the Godwho  ~ «?
e sustalnsus and the God we will see fage "fﬂ_f- ,{qf/g
3 ﬁace T L
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‘Today’s reading is Matthew 11:2-11

John, imprisoned and knowing the hatred he

is facing has him in an incredibly precarious .
position, sends a question to Jesus: are you

~the one? . .
‘ Havmg seen John S conﬂdence in John 1 ana

3, and Matthew 3, it mlght seem odd that
there are questions now. Did John have
doubts? Maybe. It could also have to-do with
John preaching thejudgment to come. Jesus

“iIs here— but.it’s John in prison, not Herod

Antipas who.was living in'an adulterous

“relationship with his brother’s wife.

We read in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 Paul
encouraging the believers to:not stress "
about those who have died. lthadn’t

- -entered their minds that they-would die -

Jesus said He was commg back! Their

g expectatlon was 1mmed|ate fulfilment;
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perhaps John’ S wWas too. The'lack of: such can ]
cause d,lscombobulatlon dlsorlentatlon 2 F/;
even dlscouragement #° f@ g
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We are to live like Jesus gould come back
~“today, knowing that |t 'S been 2000 years so
~_far and forall we know!could be another
. -2000. Maybe it’s not His return you are-

-waiting for, but the immeédiate fulfilment of
another word or promise you-are belieying

._for. Perhaps your temptation js to ask -

‘this legit, or should | be seeklng somethlng
glea?ir vl . #
This advent let us attend to the preparatlon
of our hearts, and apply what Jesus sent back
to John: the blind see, the lame walk, lepers
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are ]
raised, and the poor have good news

| ~proclaimed to-them = and blessed is anyone

‘who takes no offense at me”.

Journal what Jesus could write"to you,
perhaps something like “look.around. People

¢ ,are getting saved. People whothought they

would never have a baby are holding their

. ‘baby.-People without hope now have hope 1

‘.’-"am breaklng through in'miraculous Ways IVIy

2 _"'Holy Splr"’t lives in you. Stand firm, don’ t\g:' €. ’/ :
" ij*"up, don’t get offended with me. | W|ll ﬂ,ﬁls f” g
= hat*‘] started in you.”
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> I'rece‘ived a. pr'ophe’_ci'c'?Word’ in aregional
" eventthisyear.” |
-1 want tGlJUSt say this to you You’re not

gomg to watk ona tlghtrope You're walking -

on a road. A flat broad-road. Full of peace,
~full.of joy; full of-more than enough The last
8 months you’ve been walklng on a

tlghtrope God says I’'m going tostart heallng
you.and restoring you. Other people would

have packed their bags and gone to a beach -

somewhere in California, but you’ve stood
the ground. You’'ve stood it and God says, .
daughtertoday, I’'m putting ring on your

“finger and I’'m establishing you, on a tevel

you’ve never been before. -
The 8 months he was referring to had indeed
been very real, and2/3 of tl‘g/room knew it:

¢ . the wordfelt very apt.

Over the next 3 months'-that tlghtrope ¢

. “seasoncameto’ an end and | eagerly looked

245 ;_Iforward to'the flat broad road, full of peace,

o _""full ofjoy, full of more than enough seaso';; s g
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CA few weeks later | brdke my neck.
sRCSHce then, 1 have contmued to took forward
. tomy flat broad road. | remind myself that
“to mostof the: populatlon of the world, | am
ina streets of gold season. They would long
for the life-of an average Australian. But At’s
"_.not a flat broad road for me. Not yet

This pass‘age 'reminds me'th.at not only :
would these exiled Israelites return to their
land (the hope of which comforted them
greatly), not only would Jesus arrive on the
-scene, bringing salvation, butjone day: every «
[ valleyymust be elevated,and every- “
mountain and hill levelled. The rough terrain
will become a level plain, the rugged
landscape a wide valley, the splendour of
thesLord will be revealed, and'all people will
‘7 seelit at the same time, for the Lord has
decreed It. > ey S |
.~ Thisis what is coming Fardit o all gomg
to be_m a flat, broad road season He |s go;ng 4
,to brmg |t M fi( E
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If that return makes your heart nervous,
. commit-yourself to Jesus, who like a :
~_shepherd He tends His flock, He gathers
~ upthe lambs with his arm; He carries ‘
.fthem close to His heart; He leads the
ewes along
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llook at what God has done for me, butin
. the light of what He has reveraled for all of,__ ot
anus l Qellwevfwmy broad 'ﬂat,roadwhlle s
A _knowing one day | will receive itin full. |~
believe for a healthy body, while knowmg
one day I'll get a new one:I'believe for -
< peace; knowmg one day pe@ce WIU. be all |
¢ . know. 4 St |
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