Falthful Godd whose promises stand
unshaken through all generations: renew
us in hope, that we may be awake and
alert, watching for the glorious return of
Jesus Christ, our Judge and Saviour,
who lives and reigns with You in the

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever

and ever. Amen. _



A
~ ‘Welcome to day 1 of eur journey ...

e, T‘oday’e read_‘ing IS Isaiah'_'z
Chrlstlans everywhere have applled the
Christmas season to look forward to the
day Jesus comes and look back to when
He came. When we look forward, we
identify with the Israelites who were
captured and taken to Babylon (approx.
597 BC). They were the people of God; we
are the people of God. They were waiting
for their Saviour; we are waiting for our
Saviour. They were longing for home; we
long for home.

v1-5 This text had a meaning for those in
exile, longing to be back in Jerusalem,
worshipping and celebrating thefestivals
of the Lord. They longed for no more
invasions, no more battles, but a time of

peace. .



Ciols? We look for a CIty whose bmlder and

R "maker IS God..Where there is no need for
- the.sun because HIS glory shmes like the
| sun. Where t_here IS @ marriage supper,

~ because we are fully and finally reunited.
Where-eﬁe‘ry nation streams to worship- |
God, and we are true brothers and sisters. -
Where there will be peace forever. - =~

Take time to imagine that reality and
thank God for it.
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T .Wel’cOme to:day 2 ofou_rjdu'r'n'ey PASY

| : _"I__'od‘ay’s 're‘adi'hg‘is R’omans 13:§-14

. If we are serious about a future day (and:*

we are)', it should affect our current day.. -
The foundation of our life choices is not
rules and punishment, and'fear:of that -
future day, but LOVE..

If we love our neighbour, we will not sleep
with his wife.

If we love our.neighbour, we will not long
for her stuff, rather, we will celebrate it.

If we love our neighbour, we will not talk
smack about him.

If we love our neighbour, we will not take
advantage of her.

Let’s not be like the Pharisee and ask,
“Well, who is my neighbour?” in an
attempt to narrow this powerful
fulfillment of the whole law into a
shoebox that gives us an.out to behave
ordinarily to'some; let’s pick up our
weapons of light, let’s put on Jesus, and
get ready to fight.



| -‘WelComé’ to day 3 _d-f ourjourney....
& deay.’-s r'éad'lhg is Psa_l'm__122

In light of our theme, we-are.reading this
Psalm not as the original writer or reader |
was intending it, but as those who are
looking forward to a day when the tribes
and nations stream toward the throne of
the King of kings, King Jesus. Read the
Psalm again and insert “new” before
everywhere you see Jerusalem.

As we look forward to Jesus’ return with
great hope, assess your internal reaction.
When my mum, my sister and | went and
watched Titanic in 1998, we were
unpacking the movie on our way home.
My sister said that the sudden surprise
the passengers felt (spoilers: the Titanic
was a cruise ship that sank) must be the
way that some will feel when Jesus
returns. S

___> -



- For some there will-be holy fear and great .
: .'céleb‘ra‘ti:on.'For‘oth_e‘rjs it will be panicked
fear and great dread. In the car that night
| started to c‘ry' in'the back seat, because |
felt like'those onboard the Titanic. 'was
not ready for the Lord’s return. Now; my .
morning atarm is labelled “MAYBE TODAY -
LORD!” as | look forward with excited
anticipation. ' <oy

V1: | was glad because they said to me,
“we will go to the Lord’s temple”. Assess
your joy at Jesus’ return. Bring that
honestly to Him today.



‘ : _'T;od‘ay’s 'readi"hg 1S Matt'héw24:‘,3'6-44

. Depending ci‘n' your backﬁground -you will*

have different accompanying thoughts
and feelings from this passage

Perhaps you have heard it preached, and
you felt it was an attempt to scare people
to give their lives to Christ.

Who could ever forget the picture of the
swinging electric razor from the 70s
movie where the wife is left behind to
face perilous times — all the Christians
having left the earth? (If you’re under 50
— you’ve probably never heard of it).

We had a guest speaker once who had to
do “rapture practise” in Sunday School.
There are others who have never heard of

the rapture.



-What do you' think.Jesus’ intent is here?
- Do you think He is trying to scare us? Is

- that why He is using language like athief

_|n the mght‘7 s that why He’s remlndlng;'
" .us of the suddenness of the flood, where

- people who had - not pald attention to
- Noah preach‘mg repentance perished?
Nothing about Jesus is cdnsiistent; with--
using fear for m‘c')tlivértioh. So then, He.is
wanting to warn- us. To tell us ‘;to' make
sure we are prepared.

| achie had-a. dream when he was 14:

We were on the beach, a bunch of us
teenagers. All of a sudden there was this
massive, deafening bang, like a
thunderclap. | looked around and | was
thinking “IT'S HAPPENING!” | looked at
Zac and we looked at each other so
pumped, and then a figure came down
from the sky to the headland-- a light
poured out of his chest. Zac yelled out
“YEAHHHH!” and the beach erupted like
the loudest stadium you can imagine.

—_> -
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,WGLC'O m.G“tOL'c‘i‘ay 5 of our journey-...
0 T'o‘day’s reading ié Psal_m_ll

The Psalmist affirms God’S"go_Odnes.s and
rule herexPeople’s advice is “in the midst

of such crazy and evil, your uprightness . i

won’t make any difference, so you may as
well get out of here!” But the Psalmist has
full faith-that God is still in control, still
working His plan. That one day, His justice

We deserved justice, but Jesus took our
just punishment. We got mercy instead.
Today, let’s thank God for His mercy that
enables us to look to a future day where
there i1s an end to wickedness, not with
fear, but with anticipation. With HOPE.
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