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Lord Jesus Master of both the light and the |
_ o darkness
send your Holy Spirit-upon our preparatrons for
_ ~ Christmas. |
We WhO have SO much to-do seek quret spaces to
Ea ~hear your voice each day: :
_We who are anxious over ‘many thrngs Iook forward
| to your comrng among us.
We who are blessed in so many ways Iong for the
- complete joy of your kingdom. .
We whose hearts are heavy seek the
joy of your presence. =
“We are your people, walking in darkness
~ yet seeking the light.
To you we say,
‘Come Lord Jesus!’
Amen.

Henri J.M. Nouwen.
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_You're invited on an Advent pilgrimage. To push back
agarnst the rush & hurry of the season. A counter- cultural -
pivot agalnst consumerism & unrealistic expectations.

" We bid you come & join the chorus of Christ followers
through the centuries; celebrating Christmas with

| _thanksglvmg for the Messiah who came, with joyful
_ﬁe)k.pectation of His return.

Advent comes from the Latin adventus ~ artival/to eome.
This is an invitation hot to add to your overburdened
schedule; rather to invite Jesus into it. To come renew -
hope. To come infuse peace. To come, |nsp|re Joy To come
saturate with Iove ;

~ Traditionally Adv,ént is celebrated on the 4'Su'ndays'

- preceding Christmas (3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th in 2023),

- however we walk in liberty. The following are suggestions
not to regulate & to legislate; rather to pause & anticipate.
‘Adjust & incorporate in.rhythm with your season.
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On‘the fdllowing pages you will find 5 reflections you can
engage with, one each week plus one for Christmas Day.
You may find it helpful to intentionally place these in your

‘ calendafalongside moments that are already there.

-

There are 2 versions, one practice for young families and
one practice for pairs/groups/families with older ehildren.

. You may like to reflect on these practices over lunch with

friends on;Sunday Or with your Connect Group mid week.
Over family dinner on a Saturday. With-your workmates on

“a'meal break. You are invited to gather 5 candles to light

“(any type is fine) and partake of communion together with
whatever supplies you have on hand. There is no formula,
only grace, though these practlces were designed to be
engaged in with at'least one other person. Created in the
Image of the Holy Trlnlty, we are deS|gned to live flourlshlng.
lives in community.

May Jesus be glorified & you be ever more formed in

. Christ’s likeness’(seé 2 Cor 3:18) as you abide in His

_presence this Advent season. “The Spirit and the bride say,

" “Come!” And let the one who hears.say, “Come!” Let the

one who is thirsty-come; and let the oné-who wishes take

the free gift of the water of Ilfe "(Rev 22: 17 NIV) Amen let it

'be SO.
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PRACTICE FOR YOUNG FAMILIES

Prepare ~ Lighting this candle is a special way we take time as a family to
think about Jesus. The reason for Christmas! This week we will think about a
word called hope. Hope means Jesus is always with us and He always keeps
His promises. As we light this candle, let's say hope together: HOPE.

Play ~ (You may like to invite your child to make the word hope out of play
dough or string.) Hope means we can trust God to keep His promises in-the
Bible. In Romans 15:13 it says: “ | pray that God, the source of hope, will fill

“you completely with joy and peace because you trust in him. Then you-will
overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.” Israel (the
people of God) had hope that God would send someone to save them from
the bad things they had dene. And He did! They looked forward to what God
was going to do, and so'can we. Let’s draw a picture of something we're
looking forward to this Christmas.” |

Pray ~ Let's thank God for the hope that one day He will make all things new.
Say after me: Thank you God-that you keep your promises just like you said
you would. Thank you for hope. Amen. '

: ~ Praise - Play ‘Born Is The King (It's Christmas)’ by Hillsong Worship
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PRACTICE FOR PAIRS/GROUPS/FAMILIES WITH OLDER CHILDREN

Prepare ~ Let's all pause & take some deep breaths. Take a moment to slow
" our anxious thoughts. Jesus who is always present to us, we became aware
of Your presence with us now. Holy Sbirit You are welcome. As we light this
candle, we reflect on the life-giving hope you bring. Say after me: Jesus, you
are the light of the world. Thank you for hope. ‘

Partake ~ Hope is faith-filled -expectation. As Israel waited for a Saviour, let us
wait on God for what we need in this season. His presence can-carry us
through whatever we encounter this Advent. Psalm 39:7 is a faith declaration:
““But now, Lord; what do | look for? My hope is in you.” Let us call to mind
.God's past faithfulness to inspire our hope for the future. (Invite people to
share a time when God has been faithful in their lives.) Let hope rise as you
lift your eyes off your circumstances and fix your gaze on Jesus who is so
faithful to walk with us through all seasons of life. Let us thank Jesus for the
hope of His return when He will make all things new. (Take communion
together.) |

Pray ~ Hope isn't blind optimism, dependent upon external factors. It's an-
intentional step of faith, trusting that as we wait on God, He will meet with us
and walk with us. Today let.us reflect on Jesus’ resurrection, to give us hope
that the power that raised Christ from the dead lives in our hearts. That the
God who came as a baby will one day come again in power, glory, mercy and
- justice. Let us pray along with the Psalmist who in Psalm 130:5 wrote: “I wait
for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word 1 put my hope.” Say after

- me: Thank youJesus that in you we have exquisite hope, not just for the life
to come, but You walk with us in this life too, no matter what we face. Amen.

Praise ~ Pléy ‘Prince-of Heaven’ by HiIIéong-Worship
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Falthful Godd whose promises stand
unshaken through all generations: renew
us in hope, that we may be awake and
alert, watching for the glorious return of
Jesus Christ, our Judge and Saviour,
who lives and reigns with You in the

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever

and ever. Amen. _



A
~ ‘Welcome to day 1 of eur journey ...

e, T‘oday’e read_‘ing IS Isaiah'_'z
Chrlstlans everywhere have applled the
Christmas season to look forward to the
day Jesus comes and look back to when
He came. When we look forward, we
identify with the Israelites who were
captured and taken to Babylon (approx.
597 BC). They were the people of God; we
are the people of God. They were waiting
for their Saviour; we are waiting for our
Saviour. They were longing for home; we
long for home.

v1-5 This text had a meaning for those in
exile, longing to be back in Jerusalem,
worshipping and celebrating thefestivals
of the Lord. They longed for no more
invasions, no more battles, but a time of

peace. .



Ciols? We look for a CIty whose bmlder and

R "maker IS God..Where there is no need for
- the.sun because HIS glory shmes like the
| sun. Where t_here IS @ marriage supper,

~ because we are fully and finally reunited.
Where-eﬁe‘ry nation streams to worship- |
God, and we are true brothers and sisters. -
Where there will be peace forever. - =~

Take time to imagine that reality and
thank God for it.
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T .Wel’cOme to:day 2 ofou_rjdu'r'n'ey PASY

| : _"I__'od‘ay’s 're‘adi'hg‘is R’omans 13:§-14

. If we are serious about a future day (and:*

we are)', it should affect our current day.. -
The foundation of our life choices is not
rules and punishment, and'fear:of that -
future day, but LOVE..

If we love our neighbour, we will not sleep
with his wife.

If we love our.neighbour, we will not long
for her stuff, rather, we will celebrate it.

If we love our neighbour, we will not talk
smack about him.

If we love our neighbour, we will not take
advantage of her.

Let’s not be like the Pharisee and ask,
“Well, who is my neighbour?” in an
attempt to narrow this powerful
fulfillment of the whole law into a
shoebox that gives us an.out to behave
ordinarily to'some; let’s pick up our
weapons of light, let’s put on Jesus, and
get ready to fight.



| -‘WelComé’ to day 3 _d-f ourjourney....
& deay.’-s r'éad'lhg is Psa_l'm__122

In light of our theme, we-are.reading this
Psalm not as the original writer or reader |
was intending it, but as those who are
looking forward to a day when the tribes
and nations stream toward the throne of
the King of kings, King Jesus. Read the
Psalm again and insert “new” before
everywhere you see Jerusalem.

As we look forward to Jesus’ return with
great hope, assess your internal reaction.
When my mum, my sister and | went and
watched Titanic in 1998, we were
unpacking the movie on our way home.
My sister said that the sudden surprise
the passengers felt (spoilers: the Titanic
was a cruise ship that sank) must be the
way that some will feel when Jesus
returns. S

___> -



- For some there will-be holy fear and great .
: .'céleb‘ra‘ti:on.'For‘oth_e‘rjs it will be panicked
fear and great dread. In the car that night
| started to c‘ry' in'the back seat, because |
felt like'those onboard the Titanic. 'was
not ready for the Lord’s return. Now; my .
morning atarm is labelled “MAYBE TODAY -
LORD!” as | look forward with excited
anticipation. ' <oy

V1: | was glad because they said to me,
“we will go to the Lord’s temple”. Assess
your joy at Jesus’ return. Bring that
honestly to Him today.



‘ : _'T;od‘ay’s 'readi"hg 1S Matt'héw24:‘,3'6-44

. Depending ci‘n' your backﬁground -you will*

have different accompanying thoughts
and feelings from this passage

Perhaps you have heard it preached, and
you felt it was an attempt to scare people
to give their lives to Christ.

Who could ever forget the picture of the
swinging electric razor from the 70s
movie where the wife is left behind to
face perilous times — all the Christians
having left the earth? (If you’re under 50
— you’ve probably never heard of it).

We had a guest speaker once who had to
do “rapture practise” in Sunday School.
There are others who have never heard of

the rapture.



-What do you' think.Jesus’ intent is here?
- Do you think He is trying to scare us? Is

- that why He is using language like athief

_|n the mght‘7 s that why He’s remlndlng;'
" .us of the suddenness of the flood, where

- people who had - not pald attention to
- Noah preach‘mg repentance perished?
Nothing about Jesus is cdnsiistent; with--
using fear for m‘c')tlivértioh. So then, He.is
wanting to warn- us. To tell us ‘;to' make
sure we are prepared.

| achie had-a. dream when he was 14:

We were on the beach, a bunch of us
teenagers. All of a sudden there was this
massive, deafening bang, like a
thunderclap. | looked around and | was
thinking “IT'S HAPPENING!” | looked at
Zac and we looked at each other so
pumped, and then a figure came down
from the sky to the headland-- a light
poured out of his chest. Zac yelled out
“YEAHHHH!” and the beach erupted like
the loudest stadium you can imagine.

—_> -
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,WGLC'O m.G“tOL'c‘i‘ay 5 of our journey-...
0 T'o‘day’s reading ié Psal_m_ll

The Psalmist affirms God’S"go_Odnes.s and
rule herexPeople’s advice is “in the midst

of such crazy and evil, your uprightness . i

won’t make any difference, so you may as
well get out of here!” But the Psalmist has
full faith-that God is still in control, still
working His plan. That one day, His justice

We deserved justice, but Jesus took our
just punishment. We got mercy instead.
Today, let’s thank God for His mercy that
enables us to look to a future day where
there i1s an end to wickedness, not with
fear, but with anticipation. With HOPE.
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PRACTICE FOR YOUNG FAMILIES
Prepare ~ Lighting these tandles is a special way we take time as a family to
think about Jesus. The reason for Christmas! Let’s light a candle and say last
week's word, hope. HOPE. This week we will think about a word called
PEACE. Peace means Jesus is always with us and can help our hearts to feel
calm, no matter what is happening. As we light another candle, let’s say
peace together: PEACE. - . ' '

Play ~ (You may like to invite your child to make the word peace out of play

“dough or string.) In John 14:27.in the Bible Jesus says “ “| am leaving you
with a gift—peace of mind and hea_rt: And the peace | give is a gift the world
cannot give. So don't be troubled or afraid.” Let’s imagine we're wrapping a
present 7up. Folding and wrapping and sticking, then tying a great big bow.
Then pretend to give that present to each other. What a great gift Jesus gives
us, the feeling of knowing that God is in control. |

Pray ~ Let's thank God that He is always with us so we can feel safe. Say'
after me: Thank you God that-your Holy Spirit is always with us. Thank you for
peace. Amen. | : ‘

h- - Praise ~-Play ‘On Thét Very First Christmas’ by Colin Buchanan

THECHAPELCOLLECTIVE
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PRACTICE FOR PAIRS/GROUPS/FAMILIES WITH OLDER CHILDREN

. Prepare ~ Let's all pause & take some deep breaths. Take a moment to slow
our anxious thoughts. Jesus who is always present to us, we became aware’
of Your presence with us now. Holy Spirit You are welcome. As we light these
2 candles, we reflect on the indescribable peace You offer us all. Say after
me: Jesus, you are the light of the world. Thank you for hope & peace.

Partake ~ These words | will read may be familiar to us. May God'’s Holy Spirit
breathe fresh life as we read them. Let’s take a moment to soak in the
richness of all that He is. Whatever our need, His love is greater. May God’s
love wash over us in unrelenting waves of peace, that He is all we need.

“Isaiah 9:6 “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the'government
will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Read the 4 names slowly, 3
times.-Then invite people to share a time when God has given them
unexpected, indescribable peace.) Let us thank Jesus, the Prince of Peace,
for the peace He won when He made a way for us to be reconciled to our
Everlasting Father. (Take communion together.)

Pray~ May the words of John 14:27 resound afresh in our hearts, louder than
our circumstances.:Louder than the enemy. Louder than the rush, to-do-lists
and weight of expectations this season can bring. Let p'eace wash over you as
. aflood of God's love. “Peace | leave with you; my peace | give you. | do not

' give to you as the world gives. Do not let your heart_S be troubled and do not

- beafraid.” Say after me: Thank you Jesus that in you we can have hearts at
peace, as we quiet our souls before the Prince of Peace. Amen.

Praise ~ Play ‘His Name Shall Be’ by Matt Redman

THECHAPELCOLLECTIVE fiwié-xﬁ - ,@g@,uwh __



| -Mercn"'ul God who sent your messenger John the
Baptlst to preach repentahce and prepare the

-wiay for our salvation: grve us grace to heéd the

warning and forsake our sins, that we may greet

with joy the coming of our Redeemer, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, our-God, now and forever.
S Amen.

@M@i Pragecs

Fatherin heaven, who sent your Son to redeem
the world and will send him againto be our

judge: give us.grace so toimitate him inthe
- humility and purity of his first coming that, when -
"""he comes‘again, we may be ready to greet him
Wlth Joyful love and firm faith; through Jesus S
Christ our Lord '




| ",Today"s' feading' s Isaiah 11:1-10 °

The plcture here is the redemptlon of all’

.. creation. A beautlfullmage of peace.

* restored and everything in alignment.
What needs to bejudged will be judged.
The injustice endured by so many will be
set right. | '

We will-no longer devour each other or
rape the earth and plunder it for selfish
gain.

For there will be universal submission to
THE LORD’s sovereignty, just as the
waters cover the sea.

Amen. ComeLord Jesus.> = <=
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- Todayjs'.ré‘ading s Romans 15:4-13

GE It S amazmg to thlnk when we read that |
“passage Iin Isalah yesterday, we were readlng

what people who love God have been

. _.reading for nearly.3000 years. Today, we.
‘read something writtern.almost 2000 years

ago, and they are reﬂectlng on what we
reflected on yesterday. 2000 years apart
but reflecting on'the same scriptures. Paul,
the writer of Romans tells us why: for our
instruction, so that through endurance and
encouragement of the scriptures, we may.
have hope.

We have hope as we stay standing (though
sometimes staying standing looks like being
flat on our face, yet refusing to give up), and
being encouraged as we stay in the Word.




The outworkmg means recelvmg each :
other, being united, even as we have been -
- received and brought mto unlty Wlth -
_ Christ. | '

“We séé'frorﬁ‘t_he'sé 4_quotes_-i*n'\_/

- -+%9;10,11,12 (found in Psalm 18:49, --

: Deuteronomy',.32:'42'j, _Ps'alm 117:1 and
Isaiah 11:10) that this was always God’s
plan. This fills us with hope.

God,'“fillhus with your peace, so that we
may abound in hope by the power of Your
Holy Spirit.



o TOdéy’s re‘adin-g IS 'Psalm 7-,2’

| From the NET study notes The psalm depicts

- the king’s ‘universalrule of peace and - |
prosperity. As such it is indirectly messmmc
for the idea.it expresses will only be fully

. realised durmg the Messiah’s. earthly reign.

- -“The Messiah is God’s promlsed anointed one,

who we know to:be Jesus

Go through the Psalm and note the attributes

of Jesus’ reigning over the earth. Just

decisions, equality, deliverance from

generational poverty, the crushing of the

oppressor, His refreshing Presence, the

needy rescued, abundance of provision.

At the time of writing this, In my prayer time, :

the phrase poepped into my.-head“world:

- weary”, Just that lethargy of being human, = =

\}aay In-and day out. This'scripture ministered

~to me today: In our week of peace, may it
mlmster to You. |



5 ~ Today’s resding‘istl\)latthew3 3

| Repenting'is changing ysur mind to - . _
._.obedjence.Repentance is notaonetime™ -
_action; we go onrepenting all our'lives:
“Every time we discover somethlng“l:hat God '
IS saylng, we should alter our.current course
‘to a. direction that is in allgnment with His.

This was John’s mandate: Repent, for the
Kingdom of heaven is near. -
Repentance is harder the more entrenched
in something we are. The Pharisees (the
most influential religious and political group
amongst the Jews at that time) and the
Sadducees (the Jewish group made up of the
more wealthy and/or aristocratic Jews) lived
in luxury compared to John. They were the
elite; for them to admit their ne€d to repent
- would have felt like weakness in front of
" Tpeople who were supposed to look up to
them. -

3




R JWe can be the sarne restlng on years of
| -followmg Jesus, our p05|t|on iIn manmade
| religious structures alleglances or

' mteractlons with well- known preachers
John reminds us that none of that

- matters. What matters.is fruit that proves'_" 8
LQur repentance ‘a life'that shows we

have come into allgnment with God’s - |
-heart. Anythlng less S wasted, S|fted out

- --<and burned up.

The passage finishes with the Holy Spirit
rested on Jesus, fulfilling the longing of
Isaiah 64:1 — thé heavens rent, God
coming down. God’s Holy Spirit lives in
us, convicting us, leading us to truth.

Ask God’s Holy Spirit what your next step
of obedience is. Then alter your course
anhd show repentance by doing it.

s
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3 ;Today’s _rteadingis Luke 1:57-80'.

-"Back story When the angel came to..

Zechariah to- say he and his” wife Elizabeth
- .would have a baby, and that he will go as a
forerunner before THE. LORD in the spirit
“and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts...to
make ready for THE LORD a people prepared
for Him, Zechariah responded with facts
rather than faith. Facts? He and his wife
were old. Faith? God can do anything.
Zechariah was left after the vision unable to
speak.

It feels pretty drastic. You respond, not-with*
derision, but just facts, but because there is
- nabetlief in the words, you get shut up!




Imaglne if every time we were about to
respond Wlth somethlng that is not falth -.

- we shut our own mouths. As a dear 5|ster.'
~ from: church remlnds me, the facts are |
but the truth |s

, Read Zecharlah S prophecy over hIS sen
' "*vv76 79. I’s not about him, it’s about
salvation, and the part he plays. If you
were to prophesy over the next
generation, what would you say? We can
complain about the world going to hell in
a handbasket (facts), but what if instead
we responded in declaration (faith)?
Declare some things now. about the next
generation and pray into that with great
faith.

e
~ o
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PRACTICE FOR YOUNG FAMILIES
Prepare ~ Lighting these ctandles is a special way we take time as a family to
think about Jesus. The reason for Christmas! Let’s light 2 candles-and say the
last-couple of words we did, hope & peace. HOPE. PEACE. This week we will
think about a word called joy: Joy means Jesus can help our hearts to be
happy, no matter what happens. As we light another candle, let’'s say joy
together: JOY. ' ' :

Play ~ (You may like to invite your child to make the word joy out of play
“dough or string.) When we get.new presents at Christmas we may feel-very
happy. Show me a happy face. If o_ufr new toy breaks, we would feel sad, -
show me a sad face. Joy is the happy feeling deep deep down in our hearts,
that we can have even if sad things happen because we know Jesus loves us
and that He is the-best gift! Show me a sad face that turns happy because of
Jesus. We are going to make a list of things that bring us joy. (Write list
together.) I’'m going to read our:list now. Every time | say something that
brings-us joy, you are going to jump for joy! A

Pray ~ Let's thank God for the joy and happiness we can ha\/e even if things
seem hard. Say after me: Thank you God for giving us joy deep down in our

: ~ hearts. Thank you for joy. Amen.

~ Praise - Play ‘Joy to the World’ by Bethel Music Kids

» "'.' i T B }y
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PRACTICE FOR PAIRS/GROUPS/FAMILIES WITH OLDER CHILDREN

. Prepare ~ Let's all pause & take some deep breaths. Take a moment to slow

our anxious thoughts. Jesus who is always present to us, we became aware’

of Your presence with us now. Holy Spirit You are welcome. As we light these
3 candles we reflect on the true joy of knowing You. Say after me: Jesus, you
are the Ilght of the world. Thank you for hope, peace & joy.

Partake ~ Thankfulness isn’t merely eXpressing thanks for what we have. It is
a choice we make to turn.our eyes to Jesus instead of our circumstances. It is
a heart attitude we cultivate. As we give thanks, our hearts fill with joy. (Invite
people to share some things they are thankful for.) Pslam 103:11-12 reminds

“us that "For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love
for those who fear him; as far as th_e'east is from the west, so far has he
removed our transgressions from us.” Let us thank Jesus for the absolute joy
of knowing He forgives our sins and loves us completely. (Take communion
together.) '

Pray ~ We choose this day Jesus to base our joy not on current
circumstances, but on the joy set before us when You return in glory. Hope
despite hardship. Not denying feelings and reality, but defining our lives by
Jesus and His promises to retore & renew. May Romans 15:13 be the reality
in our hearts this day “May the God of hope fill you with all | joy and peace as
- you trust inhim, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit.” Say after me: Thank you Jesus that in you we can have deep, abldlng
~circumstance-defying, enemy-defeating joy. Amen.

Praise ~ Play ‘Joy-to the World (Unspeakable Joy)’ by Chris Tomlin

= '& [ - ‘}
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Almlghty God you have made us and all
_things to serve you: come quickly to save us,
'so'that wars and violence shall end, and your

- children may.live in peace, honouring one
another with justice and love, through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
" and-forever, Amen. .

vl #%
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@Mg ng,e/:
Sustain us, O God, with the power-ofyour
love on our journey to meet the one who'is
: comlng Strengthen our weak hands, Make
firm our feeble knees, And open blind eyesto -~
s ihe dawnlng of’your kingdom so thatour:
hearts may: FEJOICG as we behold the majesty & _;
of ourGad. We ask this through Your. Son_,___our E
; ’Lord ‘Jesus Christ, who lives and relgr?f-l ;_; ’/
‘ Veu and the Holy Spirit, one God 1Coret3'ef}“__._,__fndi &

i - . _ever. Amen. g




'Today3s-readihg IS Isaiah;35

i A_C‘cordi‘n’g'to_the'N ET verse 1 uses 3 different
- _terms for desolate places: wilderness, desert

and rift valley. (What does your version say?)
A Wi lderness receives less than 12 inches of |
rainayear. A desert here is not so much a

Lawrence of Arabia kind of desert, but the . _
most desert of the 3. The rift valley has a

reputation of being dry and desolate.;.
_[All 3 are told to get their dancing shoes on!

We live in Australia; we know the heartache
dry times bring. The author and reader of
this word would have known it also Yet they
are'told'to lift their eyes, llftttﬁelr falth and

“ “take heart.

| .{ _- Read the passage agam from that

-.'-r -'
7

everyth1 ng |s made rlght Let your falth is‘ ’--",5
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perspectlve Aview of a coming day when 7




You might know a famlty llke one | know -

s _Amle Amy, and Sarah. | Imagine when they
- -get'together it is filled with the prophetic, -

and praise, and encouragement. This family
reunioh was supernatural: Elizabeth speaks - -

.prophetlcally by God’s Holy Spirit. In.~
- response, Mary offers one of-the few New

Testament psalms of praise; known famously
as the “Magnificat”. In it, she'praises God (v
46-47), then expounds on why from her
perspective (v 48-49), then more broadly
based on God’s mighty, just character
(v50-55).

Take tife to pray your own “Magmﬂcat”

today. Start by praising outwardly, then
praise from deep inside you. The Psalmists
would instruct their soul to praise God.

Now, praise Him for what He'has done for

“ _you. Reach as far back as you like.
Lastly, praise H1m for what you see of His

!,'character in the way He deals with the |

&‘:-I

-proud,.inithe way He looks after the - ~ A
&iowntroddem in His faithful and stead_'-_;f s
Leve S ’
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‘_Havmg prarsed Hlm né)w con5|der this verse:
“and blessed is she who believed. that what
i was spoken to. her by the Lord would be

; fulﬁlled & :

- -

Consrder prophetlc words that resonated

concepts that dropped into your SPIFIL,
“dreams long held in your heart something;a

friend said that rang true that you have
heard. Do you believe that what was spoken
to you by the Lord will be fulfilled? Where is
your faith sitting on that right now, out of =

1071?77 Believe wholeheartedly again

today. - if youremain humble, God'can let -

“you know'if you are wrong! Inthe absence of

that, believe!

If you.think, Bron, | just don’ Lhave anything

¢ . like that..God has a promise foryou.

- Lonely? Unmotmated'? Listless? Google
* ““God’s promises for when you are...” Read
s _" through the lrst of Bible verses, and when--f f?

; one makes sense, lay hold of it. Write |p"g,

Consider how you are feelmg Weary?

Merrr’orlse lt Believe for a shift.
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: Today S readlng S Jarﬁeu"s 5 i 11

- When we tru y begm to ant_lolpate'the Lord’s
- return, we-require ‘p.at_ienoe. You don’t need
to be patient for somethi ng you aren’t
expectant about. If we do not reqmre
| ‘patlence for Jesus retu rn, if we aren o
~feelinga bit antsy; we probably aren 't
thinking about it enough.
BUT, once we begin to. long for |t we W|ll _
need to be patient. If we suffer perse_c:utlon,
we will need patience. If “down here” we are® -
experiencing the trouble that Jesus told us
indohn 16:33 we would, we need patience.. .
James'compares us to a farmer waiting for
rain. Coming from regional NSW, Australia,
we get that we are a land “of drought.and.. -
ﬂoodlng rains”. James tells'us to not just be
patient, but to strengthen oﬁr hearts, for the

v Lord’s return is near. |f that was the case

2000 years ago it'salot nearer now. How (%

. _dowe strengthen our-hearts? Psalm 27:24 -

§oys wait on the Lord, be of good courage
fond He W!H strengthen your heart. "% X
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-Isalah 40 31 they that Walt for the Lord shall

- renew their strength; they shall mount up

- with wings like eagles; they shall run-and not
be weary; they shall walk-and notfaint. - -
The idea here is of patlence and strength

£ .gomg hand in hand -2

He gives u’s ftirther inStruCtion'for “in the
waiting”. Do not grumble agalnst one. - .
another. Pause. How much would your llfe
change if you fulfilled that one instruction? * -
Just zipped your lip. Imma be honest. | would
saya lot less. . ' |
.50, we wait patlently, we strengthen our
hearts; we don’t grumble against each other,
and we endure. We last. We stand. We.make
it. We see how good God truly is. He makes
_~Himself known as the God full of compassion
" and grace to Moses when He passes by Him
~onthe mountaln Jonah declared that that i |s ”
g L,,-who he knew God to be when He pardoned
the City.of Nineveh. This is the Godwho  ~ «?
e sustalnsus and the God we will see fage "fﬂ_f- ,{qf/g
3 ﬁace T L
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‘Today’s reading is Matthew 11:2-11

John, imprisoned and knowing the hatred he

is facing has him in an incredibly precarious .
position, sends a question to Jesus: are you

~the one? . .
‘ Havmg seen John S conﬂdence in John 1 ana

3, and Matthew 3, it mlght seem odd that
there are questions now. Did John have
doubts? Maybe. It could also have to-do with
John preaching thejudgment to come. Jesus

“iIs here— but.it’s John in prison, not Herod

Antipas who.was living in'an adulterous

“relationship with his brother’s wife.

We read in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 Paul
encouraging the believers to:not stress "
about those who have died. lthadn’t

- -entered their minds that they-would die -

Jesus said He was commg back! Their

g expectatlon was 1mmed|ate fulfilment;
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perhaps John’ S wWas too. The'lack of: such can ]
cause d,lscombobulatlon dlsorlentatlon 2 F/;
even dlscouragement #° f@ g
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We are to live like Jesus gould come back
~“today, knowing that |t 'S been 2000 years so
~_far and forall we know!could be another
. -2000. Maybe it’s not His return you are-

-waiting for, but the immeédiate fulfilment of
another word or promise you-are belieying

._for. Perhaps your temptation js to ask -

‘this legit, or should | be seeklng somethlng
glea?ir vl . #
This advent let us attend to the preparatlon
of our hearts, and apply what Jesus sent back
to John: the blind see, the lame walk, lepers
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are ]
raised, and the poor have good news

| ~proclaimed to-them = and blessed is anyone

‘who takes no offense at me”.

Journal what Jesus could write"to you,
perhaps something like “look.around. People

¢ ,are getting saved. People whothought they

would never have a baby are holding their

. ‘baby.-People without hope now have hope 1

‘.’-"am breaklng through in'miraculous Ways IVIy

2 _"'Holy Splr"’t lives in you. Stand firm, don’ t\g:' €. ’/ :
" ij*"up, don’t get offended with me. | W|ll ﬂ,ﬁls f” g
= hat*‘] started in you.”
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> I'rece‘ived a. pr'ophe’_ci'c'?Word’ in aregional
" eventthisyear.” |
-1 want tGlJUSt say this to you You’re not

gomg to watk ona tlghtrope You're walking -

on a road. A flat broad-road. Full of peace,
~full.of joy; full of-more than enough The last
8 months you’ve been walklng on a

tlghtrope God says I’'m going tostart heallng
you.and restoring you. Other people would

have packed their bags and gone to a beach -

somewhere in California, but you’ve stood
the ground. You’'ve stood it and God says, .
daughtertoday, I’'m putting ring on your

“finger and I’'m establishing you, on a tevel

you’ve never been before. -
The 8 months he was referring to had indeed
been very real, and2/3 of tl‘g/room knew it:

¢ . the wordfelt very apt.

Over the next 3 months'-that tlghtrope ¢

. “seasoncameto’ an end and | eagerly looked

245 ;_Iforward to'the flat broad road, full of peace,

o _""full ofjoy, full of more than enough seaso';; s g
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CA few weeks later | brdke my neck.
sRCSHce then, 1 have contmued to took forward
. tomy flat broad road. | remind myself that
“to mostof the: populatlon of the world, | am
ina streets of gold season. They would long
for the life-of an average Australian. But At’s
"_.not a flat broad road for me. Not yet

This pass‘age 'reminds me'th.at not only :
would these exiled Israelites return to their
land (the hope of which comforted them
greatly), not only would Jesus arrive on the
-scene, bringing salvation, butjone day: every «
[ valleyymust be elevated,and every- “
mountain and hill levelled. The rough terrain
will become a level plain, the rugged
landscape a wide valley, the splendour of
thesLord will be revealed, and'all people will
‘7 seelit at the same time, for the Lord has
decreed It. > ey S |
.~ Thisis what is coming Fardit o all gomg
to be_m a flat, broad road season He |s go;ng 4
,to brmg |t M fi( E
&’ L7 w3 NG g
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If that return makes your heart nervous,
. commit-yourself to Jesus, who like a :
~_shepherd He tends His flock, He gathers
~ upthe lambs with his arm; He carries ‘
.fthem close to His heart; He leads the
ewes along

'I..:.«I‘
il e o

-

llook at what God has done for me, butin
. the light of what He has reveraled for all of,__ ot
anus l Qellwevfwmy broad 'ﬂat,roadwhlle s
A _knowing one day | will receive itin full. |~
believe for a healthy body, while knowmg
one day I'll get a new one:I'believe for -
< peace; knowmg one day pe@ce WIU. be all |
¢ . know. 4 St |
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Week, 4

PRACTICE FOR YOUNG FAMILIES
Prepare ~ Lighting these ctandles is a special way we take time as a family to
think about Jesus. The reason for Christmas! Let’s light 3 candles-and say last
few-words we did, hope, peace & joy. HOPE. PEACE. JOY. ‘'This week we
will think about the word love. Love means Jesus-always loves us, no matter
what we do, because He made us & we are His! As we light another candle
let’s say love together: LOVE. ' '

Play ~ (You may like to invite your child to make the word love out of play
“dough or string.) God’s love for us is sooo0 big! A love so big, He came all the
way from Heaven to Earth to show_it; then all the way back to Heaven again.
Romans 5:5 in the Bible says: “And this hope will not lead to disappointment.

For we know how dearly God loves us, because he has given us the Holy
Spirit to fill our heartswith his love.” We are so blessed to have hearts filled
with Jesus’ great big love. So we’'re going to share some of that love around.
We're going to make some cards to share God’s love with others. (Use
whatever supplies you have at home to make some cards. A4 paper folded in
half and pencils will do just fine.)

Pray ~ Let's thank God for how much He loves us, just because we're His!
~ Say after me: Thank you God that you love us no maiter what we do & that

your love for us is bigger-than the universe! Thank you for love. Amen.

Praise ~ Play ‘The King of Christmas’ by Colin Buchanan

THECHAPELCOLLECTIVE



e Week 4

PRACTICE FOR PAIRS/GROUPS/FAMILIES WITH OLDER CHILDREN

. Prepare ~ Let's all pause & take some deep breaths. Take a moment to slow
our anxious thoughts. Jesus who is always present to us, we became aware’
of Your presence with us now. Holy Spirit You are welcome. As we light these
4 candles, we reflect on the unconditional love You have for each one of us.
Say after me: Jesus, you are the light of the world. Thank you for hope,
peace, joy & love.

Partake ~ God's love is se vast no one can begin to understand it. How
wonderful it is not static, but dynamic. Psalm 23:6 says “Surely your goodness
and love will follow me all the days of my life and | will dwell in the house of

“the Lord forever.” (Invite people to share some ways they have felt the love
and goodness of God.) Let us thank Jesus for His love that we'can only begin
to imagine the depths of. (Take communion together.)

Pray ~ Take some time to pray these verses from Ephesians 3:16-19 over
each other. “ | pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with
power through his Spirit in your:inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your
heartsthrough faith. And | pray that you, being rooted and established in love,
may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide
and'long and high and deep.is the love of Christ, and to know this love that
surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled.to the measure of all the

. fullness of God.” Say’after me: Thank you Jesus that Your love is relentles
and You are continually pursuing us. ; 3

Praise ~ Play 'Silent Night/Jesus We Love You’ by Maverick City Music

THECHAPELCOLLECTIVE



@m{é, pragw:
- Gracious God, you those the virgin Mary,
by Your ‘grace, to be the mother of our
Lord and Saviour: so fill us with your
grace, that with her we may rejouze I.<
Your salvation, and in all things embrace' :
Your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord |
‘who lives and reigns with You in the unity
- of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen. -

-



:-Read Matthew 1: 18- 25
Read Luke 2 1 21 =

“No commentary today Just. ponder on the s

ol “eipcness” of this whole event. Engage -

'_j‘-your |mag|nat|on and read through agaln
Imagrne belng a shepherd and gomg
through this-night.

-Re_ad: Matthew 2

Agaln just engage with this passage
Imagine the anticipation of the wise men
the insecure fear of Herod, the |
protectiveness of Joseph, the roller
coaster for Mary, the guidance and
sovereignty of our Father.



. 'Read: Luke 1:26-38 -
| W‘hat‘ a r(jl;ler'co,asfcer'fer'.Mary-:' s
- _'1.'She'ie,treu bled_-b.y-the‘meahing of his

- 'greeting Have _you ever been like that? . -
~ Someone begins to tell you What they beheve- '

~ --God has for you, and at the opening lme
_before they get anywhere you begln to freak

OUt.-

~ 2.She. has questions, How? That mlght be the B
questlon you respond with; My most frequent -
who, what, where, when, why, how questlon '
would have to be “when?” What’s yours’f'

Often, God gives us the way without any' )
the detail. Fortunately for Mary, He gives her-
the how. By the Holy Spirit, and with power.

- When: 9 months. Who: you, then Jesus. Why?
Well, Jesus means Yahweh saves so that
would have been a clue.




._'__I\/Iary 5 response IS as eplc as a response to o
. -God can be: “Yes | am a servant of the Lord: o
et thIS happen to me accordmg toYour ..
Word” Surrender Subm|55|on Up for |t
- ‘Thls passage 5 focus |s v31 33 Read them =

again slowly ' o
He shal relgn forever.and ever. HIS ngdom £
will never ever end. ' | S
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PRACTICE FOR YOUNG FAMILIES
Prepare ~ Lighting these ctandles is a special way we take time as a family to
think about Jesus. The reason for Christmas! Let’s light 4 candles-and say alll
the other words-we’ve done, hope, peace, joy & love. HOPE. PEACE. JOY.
LOVE. In the Bible, one of the names for Jesus is Christ. But Christ isn't
Jesus last name! It's a word that means anointed one, which is a fancy way of
saying Jesus is King! As we light our ;ast candle, let’s say Jesus is the King
together: JESUS IS THE KING. « -

Play ~ (You may like to invite your child to make the word King out of play
dough or string.) In. Revelation 17:1_4‘ in the Bible it says that Jesus is “.....Lord
of all lords and King of all kings.....> We're going to listen to a song after we
pray and it's all about Jesus being the King of the whole world, including us!
As we listen, we're going to make some fun actions together..

Pray ~ Let's thank God for being a kind and loving King. Say after h’ne: Thank
you God that even though you are the King of Heaven, you came to earth so

we could be your friends. Thank you for being my King! Amen.

Praise ~ Play ‘Who's The King Of The Jungle’ by Colin Buchanan

THECHAPELCOLLECTIVE
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Read Luke 2: 22 40 |

We come full C|rcle today In our readlngs S
S -aeross advent we saw John. the Baptist ask .
=R “?s' it really You, Jesus that we have b.een |
Waltlng for, er should we wait for another’?” |
Here we have a man whose last thing on the o
bucket list, the one thing left to do before He - ‘
dies, is to see the Lord’s Ghrist - the anointed
one. He declares Him to be the salvation for -
all the world: Israel and the Gentiles. Israel : |
and Gaza. srael and Palestlne Russia and
“Ukraine. Tearlng down'every wall of hostlllty
that.remains between us. |




~Anna, th"e‘* prophetess arrives oh the scene_
- with confirmation that this is the One. |
“And now, we wait. If we have recelved His
salvation, etermty has started right now for
us, for even if we die, we will live. Death is
- defeated, sin is conquered, but we wait Far-
e the restoration of all thmgs when Jesus W|ll |
come andreign on the earth, conquermg alt
rules and authorltles who are agamst His"
redemptlve restoratlve plan :

Chrlstmas ‘We remember H‘e came, and all H
didand achleved and we remember He |s
coming agaln_
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PRACTICE FOR PAIRS/GROUPS/FAMILIES WITH OLDER CHILDREN

. Prepare ~ Let's all pause & and take some deep breaths. Take a moment to
slow our anxious thoughts. Jesus who is always present to us, we became
aware of Your.presence with us now. Holy Spirit You are welcome. As we
light these 5 candles, we reflect on Your coming as a bahy, and we eagerly
anticipate Your triumphal return when You will make all things new again. Say
after me: Jesus, you are the light of the world. Thank you for hope, peace, joy,
love & for You Jesus.

Partake ~ God is infinitely worthy of our praise, and how blessed we are that

He chooses to lavish His love on us. May we all know the hope, joy, peace
“and love of God as they defining reality of our lives today. Luke 2:14 ““Glory to

God in the highest heaven, and on_earth peace to those on whom his favor

rests.” “ (Invite people to share what Christmas means to them.) Let us thank

Jesus- for his sacrifice of taking on flesh and ultimately dying in our place.

Let's eagerly anticipate His Second Coming when He reconciles and

redeems. What a glorious hope we have in Him. HaIIeIUJah (Take commumon'

together.)

Pray~ Today we celebrate our Mighty King who humbled Himself, that He
might make a way back to God for those who seek Him. Matthew 6:33 exhorts
us “But seek first his klngdom and.his righteousness, and all these thlngs will
be given to you as well.” Lét us seek Him today and may we experience the
hope joy, peace and love of Jesus. Say after me: Thank you Jesus that Your
 love is far more than we deserve, yet so freely given. We are so thankful for
you! Amen.

Praise ~ Play ‘O Holy Night (O Night Divine)' by Rend Collective

THECHAPELCOLLECTIVE |,/ [
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